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PROTECTION OF CHILD MENTAL HEALTH IN POST WAR SITUATION

The post war period is of tremendous importance for the healing processes and recovery of children affected by war. The quality of life of children, the whole social atmosphere and the psychosocial supportive networks determinate the capacities of coping with past traumas and losses and the satisfactory psychosocial development of children.

The question is how can psychological interventions and psychosocial programs influence the quality of life of children affected by war. In situations, where the whole communities were traumatized and suffering losses, of special importance are programs, including all children. The primary school being the institution including all children aged 6-16, is the best setting for community based psychosocial programs. Teachers can be educated and empowered to create a supportive and safe atmosphere in the school for all children and to provide psychosocial help to children with special needs of emotional, social or ill health nature. 

The author is presenting the philosophy and practical models of school based programs for children, which were run in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo, North Caucasus and Iraq
